Useful Advice

Turnitin and its potential use
What is Turnitin?
Turnitin is an Internet-based software using a robust system for identifying unoriginal text and the original sources by text matching from Internet sites, electronic journals and books, and past assignments held in its database. An originality report would be generated to show the percentage of matching text found in the submitted work. Faculty judgment is crucial to determine the occurrence of plagiarism based on subject knowledge.
In addition to its use as a detection and deterrent to plagiarism when used appropriately and consistently, Turnitin is also considered as an educational tool to prevent plagiarism by educating students on academic integrity and unintentional plagiarism.
To have a general overview on Turnitin, you can view the online tour at: 

<http://www.turnitin.com/static/tour/tour_master.html> 
Implementation – Options for Consideration

1. Statement in the course syllabus

It is a common practice for other educational institutions which implemented Turnitin in faculties/schools to communicate with students in the course that Turnitin would be used to detect and verify unoriginal text.
Some institutions provide faculty with a statement to include in the syllabus, while others leave it to individual faculty/school to compose their own statements. Examples of universities providing statement in the course syllabus are listed below for your reference.

· The University of West Alabama. <http://resources.uwa.edu/turnitinpolicy.asp> (Accessed 30 November 2007)
“The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic means to detect and help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all course documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com. All materials submitted to Turnitin.com will become source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Students may be required by the instructor to individually submit course documents electronically to Turnitin.com.”

· University of Windsor. Academic Integrity Office. <link to uwindsor document, file: http://net2.hkbu.edu.hk/~plagiar/files/turnitin/uwindsor_turnitin_syllabus_statement.doc> (Accessed 30 November 2007)

· RMIT University. Academic Integrity. Guidelines for the use of Turnitin at RMIT. <http://www.rmit.edu.au/browse;ID=l97urlap3fmt1>
2. Declaration for submission of individual or group assignment
To encourage students to adhere to the principles of academic, some institutions require students to sign a declaration that the work students submit are their own work. Examples of universities providing the declaration form are listed below for your reference.

· Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Education Development Centre. Guidelines for Preventing Student Plagiarism. Examples of Honor Declaration. <http://edc.polyu.edu.hk/PSP/Guidelines Declaration Forms.pdf> 
· Heriot Watt University. Examples of Honor Declaration. <http://www.ma.hw.ac.uk/~stan/aod/pf.pdf> 
3. Options of creating assignment in Turnitin

You can select the options below:

(a) Allow students to see originality reports:

· Yes (you can educate students on the plagiarized cases and how to avoid them)

· No
(b) Allow other papers to be checked against submissions 
· Yes (i.e. allow papers submitted to this assignment indexed and retained on Turnitin
        database)
· No (i.e. papers will not be indexed and retained on Turnitin database, and you will not be 
      able to check other papers submitted against this work)
(c) Compare submissions against these search targets
· Student paper database held on Turnitin server (i.e. past assignments submitted to Turnitin)

· Current and archived Internet (i.e. Web pages)

· Periodicals, journals and publications (e-resources from the online databases such as ProQuest, etc.)
