Using Turnitin as a Leaning Tool

For Students

What is Turnitin?

Turnitin is an Internet-based software using a robust system in identifying unoriginal text and the original sources by text matching from Internet sites, electronic journals and books, and past assignments held in its database.

Text-matching result in the Originality Report

Te result of the text matching mechanism would be generated and shown in the originality report. You can view the originality report if your instructor enabled the option of “Allow students to see originality reports”. In the report, you can view the percentage of matching text found in the submitted work. It helps you to identify whether an appropriate citation/referencing is missed or an unintentional plagiarism has occurred.
You can revise and re-submit your assignments prior to the due date if your instructor enabled the option of “immediately (can overwrite reports until due date)” in the option of “Generate originality reports for student submissions”.  You can print out the final originality report and submit with your assignment.
It is important to know that Turnitin does not make judgments on whether the submitted work is a plagiarized case. Faculty judgment is crucial to determine the occurrence of plagiarism based on subject knowledge. You can seek consultation with your instructors on your Turnitin originality report as needed.

Defining plagiarism

Avoiding plagiarism (written by Prof. Tony Hung of the Language Centre)

You can find the definition and plagiarized cases in the academic guidelines at: http://buar.hkbu.edu.hk/index.php/current_students_and_alumni/academic_guidelines/avoiding_plagiarism 
More information can also be found in Unit 2.1.1 TWINS: Plagiarism & Copyright of the Library’s online tutorial “Information Literacy Tutorials on Research Strategies” on MOODLE e-learning platform. Access to the tutorials through the Library’s homepage at: 
http://www.hkbu.edu.hk/lib/support/tutorials.html  (MOODLE login is required)
